
Dear MPA Ski Committee,

I am writing to express my concern with your decision to combine Class B and C for future state 
competitions. As a a skier for Orono High School, I can tell you that this change represents a 
considerable setback for our team. This past year, we had the highest participation, and arguably the 
best results (two third place team finishes at states), in the history of OHS Nordic Skiing, and we hope 
to continue to attract new members and achieve better and better results. However, with a two-class 
system, these goals seem unrealistic. We face sinking below teams such as Yarmouth, Freeport, and 
Maranacook that have many competitive members, excellent coaching, and school funding that allows 
them to handle the expenses associated with our sport. At Orono, skiing is a side note. Many of our 
teachers and students still believe we are a club sport. Basketball, indoor track, and cheering are the 
school's winter sport priorities, and our already meager funding could see even further reduction if we 
cannot produce results. And if we cannot produce results, we will appeal to less students - a vicious 
cycle that can only mean the eventual loss of the team. 

I am sure that we would not be the only school affected by this decision. The fact is, skiing is an 
expensive and fairly exclusive sport. It is simply not fair to force less-privileged schools like Orono, 
Ashland, and Dirigo to vie against much larger, more financially stable ones. The MPA, in my mind, 
should act to promote and expand interscholastic ski competition, rather than smother it in the schools 
in which it is threatened. Given the potential hardships for my school team and school teams 
throughout the state, I hope that you will reconsider.

Sincerely,

Lowell Ruck, Orono High School Nordic Skier


